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Hoagland, you look to be the only one around.

SENATOR HOAGLAND: Let me make the initial comments on this
amendment, Mr. Speaker, a nd Senato r Joh n s o n a nd S e na t o r
Beutler may wish to be heard on it. What this amendment
does is to take care of a problem that other states...that
at least three of the five other states that have passed
this legislation have taken care of in their own way.
M ichigan a n d M i s s our i have basically adopted a v i r t u a l l y
identical...a virtually identical amendment. And t h e
purpose of this amendment is to make it clear that the
penalty for not wearing a seat belt remains at the $25 fine
level and it is not more than that. Now let me explain why
it is necessary. Under current Nebraska law failure to wear
a seat belt is n ot used against you if you should get
injured in an accident that is entirely someone else ' s
fault. Now the way t he b i l l i s wr i t t en r ight n o w and
without this amendment, failure to wear a seat belt could be
used against you to take away a substantial claim i f , f o r
i .an ce , you p u t your head t h r o u g h t h e windshi e l d and
suffer $40,000 of medical bills because you are hospitalized
for three months. Even in a situation where the accident is
totally someone else's fault, l et ' s s a y Senator L y nc h i s
driving down the highway and Senator DeCamp is coming the
other direction in a tractor trailer combination and Senator
DeCamp loses control and comes across t h e med ia n an d c a u ses
Senator Lynch to go through the windshield, now the way the
bill is currently written, Senator Lynch would get blamed at
trial for has failure to have his seat belt on and hi s
$40,000 i n m e d i ca l b i l l s wo u l d n o t nec e s s a r i l y be paid f o r
by the owner of the tractor trailer combination. Now as I
indicated, that is n ot cu r r e nt Neb r as k a l aw. Cu r r en t
Nebraska l aw say s that if somebody else i s t o t a l l y
responsible for an accident, why they are responsible to pay
the medical bills whether or not the person has a seat belt
on. So t his amendment is simply designed to preserve the
status quo so that for those 3 0 or 4 0 p e r c e n t o ut t h er e w h o
are going to continue not to wear their seat belts no matter
what we do in this body, their penalty is not going t o b e
greater than the $25 fine. I would be pleased to answer any
questions about this amendment if there a re any . Th a n k y o u ,
Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER NICHOL: Senator Marsh.

SENATOR MARSH: (No response. )
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